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Highlights for 2008-2009

School website created

Freshman orientations conducted

Faculty reading room updated

Collaboration in information literacy instruction
with English department teachers

Assessment of media center services

e Membership in the Central Massachusetts
Regional Library System (CMRLS)

The media center continues to be a hub of activity. Students and faculty regularly visit and avail
themselves of the growing resources. At any time, students can be observed working on group
projects, quietly reading, taking a test, or doing research on the computers. Staff is taking
advantage of the new reading room and use the library during their prep time. The computer
lab continues to be regularly booked for class activities and research.

Efforts to market the media center and its materials and services have been ongoing. The
school web site was created this year, and the media center now has its own page where
students can gain access to the online databases, path finder wikis, and general information.
The student brochure was updated and posted to the web page as well as the faculty
information brochure.

The media center has been the place to meet for a variety of school and community meetings,
hosting groups such as department curriculum planning, various school clubs, college visits and
more.




ACTIVITIES
Services

Probably the most important addition to the program has been the creation of the school web
site. The new web page provides access to our new databases as well as other media center
resources and information, and will continue to be an essential gateway to the media center’s
programs and services.

The new Dorothy Grace faculty reading room has begun to get noticed. Faculty now have a
space of their own to enjoy a cup of coffee while reading professional materials, previewing
videos, or working on a computer.

| began email alerts to faculty regarding curriculum related web sites and materials. One of the
goals that | have not been able to accomplish this year was a newsletter to be published at least

twice a year. | plan to realize this goal in the coming school year.

Collaboration/Curriculum

Three freshman orientations were conducted per semester this year. Students “traveled”
around the media center exploring the available resources and learned about the policies and
procedures of the media center. All the “travelers” received a souvenir of their trip. Student
information booklets were distributed.

Collaboration with Coco Plotkin, Connie Sonn, David St. Jean and Alex Bogel resulted in the
following instruction sessions for English students:

Plagiarism and Citing Sources
ProQuest database instruction
JSTOR instruction

Infotrac instruction

A survey was distributed in January 2009 via e-mail to the faculty in order to gather input and
suggestions for media center programs and services. Although response was light, the survey
revealed several insights. | was especially pleased to find that most wanted me to become
more involved in information literacy instruction. | had been doing this on a limited basis in the
past year, but it was difficult to offer instruction to all English 9 classes due to teacher’s time
restraints. | met with the English department during their curriculum planning meeting and
presented a proposal for an online information literacy course that all freshman students will
take next fall. The proposal was well received, and | will work on creating the course during the
summer.



Other areas that received the most response:

Internet safety lessons

Database and library resources instruction for faculty
More reading incentive programs

Distribution of indexes of current professional journals
The need for better technology

Expanded hours

Web 2.0 instruction

New book updates

A pathfinder wiki has been created with the help of interns Ryan James and Caitlyn
McDonough. Access to the wiki is available on the media center’s web page. The wiki provides
links to class specific web sites as well as print and database suggestions. Although in it’s
beginning stages, the wiki already contains many useful links and suggestions. Teachers are
encouraged to contribute to it.

A works cited help page has also been created this year, and is also accessible through the web
page. Examples of the more common citations are given, and students have the ability to print
from the site. Hard copies have been made available in the media center as well. | have also
given impromptu instruction to several students and to one of Missy Perez’ classes on using
online citation generators.

A reference questions log has been beneficial in determining the information needs of the

students. All requests have been addressed by ordering materials that have been requested or
by providing electronic resources to meet those requests.

Other activities:

e Ryan James and Caitlyn McDonough served as interns this year. Ryan significantly
contributed to the creation of the school web site, and Caitlyn created several displays,
maintained the web site, and updated the wiki.

e The media center was awarded the Picturing America grant sponsored by the National
Endowment of the Humanities and the American Library Association.

e Jackie Guilmette volunteered her time to shelf check, cover and shelve books and create
posters. She also designed a “library muse” for our web page.

e | began an ongoing trivia contest this year. Student’s who answered the trivia questions
correctly entered for a chance to win a free snack from the cafeteria snack cart.

e A car wash sponsored by the National Honor Society was conducted as a fund raiser for
room darkening curtains in the media center computer lab.

e A preliminary information assessment was given to Connie Sonn’s English 9 class.

e A book club was begun in September.



Student artwork was displayed in the computer lab. Students from the entire school
were invited to contribute their artwork, and several did so. The students enjoyed
viewing the display, and | plan to expand it next year.

Darkening panels were purchased for the computer lab, one of which was painted by
students in Jess Verock’s art classes. The panels will be put in place this summer.
The Class of 1945 contributed $1, 114.00 toward book purchases. This helped add
several print and audio books to the collection.




THE COLLECTION

This year we were able to purchase 204 books, 4 audio books and 10 videos. No materials were
weeded from the collection, but more weeding is necessary due to the age and condition of
existing materials.

Complete collection statistics cannot be generated at this time, due to a delay in the library
software upgrade. The library automation software is not accessible at this time.

| have added several AP, SAT, PSAT and MCAS practice test books to the collection toward
meeting the goal of having a study and test taking center. A resource brochure is in the
planning stages at this time.

A fantasy collection of over 100 books was donated to the media center by Christina Kartono.

| was able to maintain subscriptions to 41 magazine and journal subscriptions, which get heavy
usage. | am looking into ways to continue subscriptions through other subscription services in
order to cut down on the cost. | was also able to maintain subscriptions to the Boston Globe,
Greenfield Recorder, and the Athol Daily News.

Subscriptions to the following databases were purchased:
e SIRS Knowledge Source:
Researcher
Government Reporter
Renaissance
WebSelect
Interactive Citizenship
0 Provs.Con
e (CQ Researcher
e Facts on File:
0 American History Online
0 Ancient and Medieval History Online
0 Modern World History Online
0 Bloom’s Literary Reference Online
0 Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center
e JSTOR Scholarly Archive
e Rosen’s Teen Health and Wellness

o OO0 oo

The media center became a member of CMRLS in February. Membership in CMRLS provides
access to a wide variety of databases that students and faculty can use in school or remotely.
They have been well received by the faculty and students. To celebrate our new databases, |
held a “Why You Should Love databases” contest. Students were invited to enter a reason why
they like databases over Google. Each entrant received a bag of valentine candy. The grand



prize winner received a $5.00 Dunkin Donuts card. Caitlyn McDonough then created a display of
the responses in the media center.

A bookmark with the list of current databases that contains remote login information was
created and distributed to students and faculty. A link to the databases is prominently
displayed on the media center’s web page. The databases have been consistently
recommended to students as the first place to begin their research and access has increased
steadily.

USAGE

Individuals signed in C as of 6/24/2008

Note: Actual semester two visits were significantly higher ¢ the number does not reflect
those students who did not sign in, especially after school.

During School

Semester 1 Semester 2
684 528

Before and after School

Semester 1 Semester 2

222 79

Total Semester 1: Total Semester 2:
906 597

Classes scheduled ¢ 8/28 ¢ 6/24
Semester 1 —8/28 —1/30/09 Semester 2 —2/1/09 to 6/26/2009
224 253

*Note: Actual number of classes and meetings are higher due to impromptu unrecorded visits.



Class Use by Discipline
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Semester 1 Semester 2
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Meetings accommodated

Community Based Justice

College visits

Senior planning

TAB training

Math MCAS item analysis (all day)
Department head meetings

Peer mediation

Principal meetings

Virtual High School information session
X2 training

Social Studies department meeting (all day)
Curriculum planning

Food service employee testing

MEPA testing

Faculty meetings

Environmental club

Book club

English department meeting (all day)
NHS fund raiser meeting

B English
H Math
H Social Studies
M Science
m Art/Music
m Technology
© Health/PE
1 SPED
Foreign Language

W Other



Evening meetings accommodated
Differentiated instruction class
AHS Scholarship Association
DCF open house

All boards meeting

Database Usage:

Although SIRS Knowledge Source was heavily used, | will not be renewing the subscription in
09-10. Access to a number of databases through the CMRLS provides a variety of online
sources comparable to what SIRS provides. The Facts on File databases, Rosen’s Teen Health
and Wellness and CQ Researcher will be marketed more aggressively in the next year, and | will
then determine whether | will continue the subscriptions in FY11.

Database # of times accessed
SIRS Knowledge Source 5624
Facts on File 418
CQ Researcher 102
JSTOR 3247
Rosen’s Teen Health and Wellness 17

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In July 2008 | completed a four week online Virtual High School site coordinator training
program.

On November 3, | attended the Massachusetts School Library Media Association conference. In
addition to networking with colleagues, | attended workshop sessions on promoting library
services, Thinkfinity and the use of graphic novels in the classroom.

In March, | was inducted into the Beta Phi Mu international library science honor society.

| participated in a 10 hour Thinkfinity training held over two days during April vacation.

From May1st through May 31st | participated in an online workshop on anime/manga through
Simmons College.



CONCERNS

e Three rolling chairs need to be replaced due to wear

e Three computers in the computer lab are not functional

e Room darkening curtains are needed for the computer lab and main library in order to
clearly see the projection screens

e The door on the supply closet has to be installed

e ltis getting increasingly difficult to maintain accurate media center collection statistics
and keep track of materials being checked in and out due to the inability to access the
library automation software

RECOMMENDATIONS

Again this year, | have been staying until 3:00 most days, unofficially keeping the media center
open beyond the posted hours. The media center has consistently been used by students after
the posted hours. Because of this, | recommend the hours be changed to 7:15 — 3:00 Monday
through Friday, or at least from Monday through Thursday.

The media center has become substantially busier this year, and | believe this trend will
continue. | plan to become more involved in collaborating with teachers and teaching
information literacy skills through an online course, as well as spending more time promoting
and increasing media center services and programs. These activities will impact the amount of
time | have for the amount of supervisory and clerical work that a busy library involves.
According to the MSLA standards for school libraries, there should be at least one library
assistant for a school of this size. | strongly recommend hiring an assistant at least part time to
help with the clerical duties and to supervise and maintain the computer lab. The assistant’s
hours could also run until 3:00 to ensure the media center stays open after school on a regular
basis.

Opening the computer lab during homeroom became problematic this past semester, with
students coming from all areas of the school to check e-mail, access MySpace and to socialize.
Access was restricted by closing the lab door and requiring the students to come through the
main library with a pass from their homeroom teachers, and explaining what they were going
to work on. This significantly decreased the amount of wanderers and helped maintain control
of the media center. | plan to continue with this procedure next year.

GOALS FOR 2009-2010

The major goal | have set for next year is to teach an online information literacy course for all
English 9 students. If the course is successful, | will look into other potential online courses.

| will continue to work on meeting the objectives of 2007-08 and 2008-09. Having access to the
library automation software will contribute greatly toward meeting these goals and objectives.
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| plan to promote web 2.0 technologies and suggest ways in which teachers can incorporate
blogs, wikis, and digital storytelling into the curriculum. | plan to purchase a digital camera and
digital video camera for teachers to use.

I will once again try to create a newsletter to be published twice during the year.

There are quite a few students who are interested in manga and anime, and some have
expressed interest in an anime/manga club. | plan to start a club and hope to have a guest
speaker come in to discuss the genre.

The success of the student artwork display has generated interest in an “Arts and Culture”
program from many students. | plan to look into ways the media center can showcase our
student’s talents to the public.

Reading for fun will be the focus for next year. Ayame, our library muse will create book review
podcasts, and | will promote reading for pleasure through book talks and more creative displays
and activities. | will begin “genre-fying” the fiction collection. This will make it easier for
students to find books that interest them. | also plan to explore ways in which | can collaborate
with the public library.

Planned (tentative) programs and activities:
e Faculty open house in the fall
e Workshops for faculty on the use of databases and library resources
e Research and apply for library grants
e Teen Read Week

e Teen Tech Week
e Lunchtime student talent presentations

Submitted June 30, 2009

Sharon Euvrard
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Marion C. Armstrong/ John W. Boynton Media Center Mission Statement

In alignment with the mission of Athol High School and the American library Association’s
Information Literacy Standards mission, it is the mission of the Marion C. Armstrong/John W.
Boynton Media Center of the Athol High School, as the information hub of the school
community, to provide the technology and resources necessary to enhance the curriculum and
ensure that all members of the school community succeed in developing effective critical
thinking skills when evaluating ideas and information, whether for classroom study or personal
inquiry. The media center is dedicated to facilitating collaboration with faculty, administrators
and the community and in providing access to information in all forms in order to foster a
lifetime interest in reading and learning.

Athol High School Mission statement

The Athol —Royalston Regional School District is committed to providing all children with the
opportunity to reach their full individual potential and to become productive members of their
communities. We will try to provide our students with the confident question their world and
the ability to seek answers and make changes.

In partnership with parents, teachers, students and the community, the school system will
promote social and academic excellence by stressing cooperation, communication and
collaboration.

American Library Association Information Literacy Standards for Student Learning Mission

“...to ensure that students and staff are effective users of ideas and information. This mission is
accomplished:
e By providing intellectual and physical access to materials in all formats
e By providing instruction to foster competence and stimulate interest in reading, viewing
and using information and ideas
e By working with other educators to design learning strategies to meet the needs of
individual students.”

Athol High School learning expectation #4

Students will use a variety of resources and technologies to acquire, evaluate, apply and
communicate information.
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